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the snow,— with which the ground is covered during
a great part of the year,— but also for hunting wild
beasts, and especially the elk. These animals, larger
than the largest oxen of France, walk only with
difficulty on the snow; therefore it is easy for the
Savages to overtake them, and often with an ordinary
knife fastened to the end of a stick they kill them,
and live upon their flesh. After having dressed the
skins, in which the Savages are skillful, they sell
them to the French and the English,—who give
them in exchange loose coats, blankets, large ket-
tles, guns, hatchets, and knives.

To have an idea of a Savage, picture to yourself a
tall, strong man, agile, of a swarthy complexion,
without a beard, with black hair, and with teeth
whiter than ivory. If you wish to see him in fine
array, you will find his only ornaments to be what are
called ‘‘ rassades;’ these are a sort of shell-work, or
sometimes of stone, fashioned in the form of small
beads, some white, some black,—which are strung
in such a way that they represent different and very
exact figures, which have their own charm. It is
with these strings of beads that our Savages tie and
braid their hair, above the ears and behind; they
make of them earrings, necklaces, garters, and belts,
five or six inches broad; and with this sort of finery
they wvalue themselves much more than does a
European with all his gold and precious stones.

The occupation of the men is hunting or war.
That of the women is to remain in the village, and
with bark fashion baskets, pouches, boxes, bowls,
dishes, etc. They sew the bark with roots, and
with it make various articles, very neatly wrought.



